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@ School education system
@ Procedures for enrolling in schools

® School life

@ Various systems and projects
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SCHOOL EDUCATION SYSTEM

* 1-1
chbvio, BRODEREEHEISOVTEELLEY .

I would like to explain on the Japanese school education system.
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Firstly, let’s talk about compulsory education.

For Japanese people, parents and guardians must send their children to
school for a total of 9 years from the age of 6 until the age of 15; 6 years in
elementary school, and 3 years in junior high school.
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For foreign residents, if they wish, parents can send their children to
elementary school and junior high school for 9 years. These 9 years of
compulsory education are very important to the development of a child’s
life.
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Children enter elementary school in the first April after they have turned 6
years old, and spend 6 years in elementary education.
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When children complete elementary school, they can enter junior high
school, where they spend 3 years.
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Next are senior high schools, “kootoogakkoo’in Japanese, commonly called
just high school, or “kookoo”
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In Japan, senior high school education is not part of the compulsory education
system. However, in order to learn more about specialized subjects, 98% of
students who graduate from junior high school go on to attend senior high
school.
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Only those who have attained high enough grades in the entrance exams
can go to senior high school, and 3 years are normally spent there.
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Over half of those who graduate senior high schools go on to study in
universities, junior colleges, or technical schools.
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So now, let’s talk about what is taught in schools.
The content of what is taught is decided by the government.
Moving on to the subjects taught.
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In elementary school many classes, such as Japanese language, society,
arithmetic, science, life studies, music, arts and crafts, home economics, and
physical education are taught. Furthermore, there is time allocated for
moral education, special activities and integrated studies.
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In junior high, there are classes in Japanese language, society, mathematics,
science, music, art, physical and health education, technology and home
economics, English, etc. Furthermore there is time allocated for moral
education, special activities and integrated studies.
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In both elementary and junior high schools, all these subjects are covered in
the curriculum, and all classes are taught in Japanese.
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Textbooks are used in schools, and provided free of charge by the
government in elementary and junior high schools. However, for high
schools and other schools, textbooks must be purchased separately.
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Furthermore, as teaching and support materials other than textbooks are
also used, please be aware that these also must be purchased.
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Now let us talk aboutthe process for getting children enrolled into
elementary and junior high schools.

Parents must complete the School Enrollment process, or
Shuugakutetsuzukiif they wish for their

child to enter elementary or junior high school.
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When students enter school at the beginning of first year, it is called normal
admission, or nyuugaku, and entering school at any other time is special

admission, or hennyuugaku.
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Firstly, one must register with their local government office.
Parents or guardians should go to their local ward, city, or town office.
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Next, inform the appropriate member of staff if you would like to have your
child attend school in Japan.

Also mention if you would like to register them for Japanese language
classes.

The member of staff will tell you about the necessary procedures, so please
follow their instructions.
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Next comes registering with the school.

Parents or guardians should go to the school, designated by their local ward,
city or town office, with their child or children. There you can discuss school
matters with the school teachers.

* 2-6
BARDER(E, FHTRENROONET,
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In Japan, school years are determined by age. Therefore, there is a chance

that your child may not be in the same year as they would be in your home
country.
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In fact, if they do not understand Japanese well, it may be better to enter
school into a lower year. You should discuss this in detail with the school

teachers.
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The elementary or junior high school to which a child goes is determined by
the address of the child’s parents/guardians. These school districts are

called gakku or kooku.
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Once you have moved house, it is legally required for you to register with
your local ward or city office within 14 days. You must also contact your
child(ren)'s school.
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If you are moving so far away that the school changes, the school will
provide you with necessary documents, so please contact the teacherin
charge at your school as soon as possible.
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Even if you are moving house nearby, it is important to confirm to which
school district (gakku) your new address belongs. There are cases of moving
into a house nearby which is part of another school district, which usually
leads to having to change schools. It is better to try and keep your child(ren)
at the same school, and avoid changing schools too often.
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