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Now | would like to talk a little about things like interpreting, Parent Teacher
Association activities, and systems in place to ensure the safety and health

of the children.
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Firstly let’s talk about interpreting.

If you cannot communicate very well in Japanese, there is the possibility of
interpreting services available for home visits or private consultation
sessions, talking to the school teachers, or anything to do with your child’s

education.
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Firstly, let the teacher at your school know that you need help
withinterpreting and ask if its service is available.
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Next, Parent Teacher Associations.
Often referred to as just PTA, this allows parents and teachers to all meet

together.
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When a child enters a school, their parents or guardians become members

of the PTA.
In the PTA, parents and guardians take turns with services and activities for

the children.
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For example, in the mornings, when the children go to school there are
many cars, so to ensure that they can go to school safely, someone
supervises the children. Some also take part in singing and sports, and may
also help to clean up at the school. There will likely be many notices and
letters from the PTA, so please be aware of these.
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By taking part in the PTA, parents can become friends with other parents,
and can also learn more about their children’s school, so please actively try

to participate.

However, if you cannot take time off work, or for any other reason cannot
help with PTA work, consult with your child’s class teacher.
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Next, I’d like to introduce a few of the systems that are in place in order to
create and improve the learning environment for the children.
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Firstly, in school there is insurance for injuries that have been

sustained,called the JAPAN SPORT COUNCIL’s (or Nihon Spootsu Shinkoo
Sentaa)lnjury and Accident Mutual Aid Benefit.
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If your child has to go to the hospital to receive treatment for an injury
suffered on the way to school, or at school, then you can reclaim the
medical fees paid at the hospital. It is a very important insurance system, so
all children are enlisted.
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For one year, this insurance costs about 500 yen.

When registering for this insurance, you will receive a registration
agreement form from the school, on which you should write your name,
stamp with your seal, or hanko, and then give to the teacher.
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Next is the school expenses support program.

In Japanese public elementary and junior high schools, tuition fees and
textbooks are free.

However, teaching and learning materials other than textbooks (for example,
notepads, jotters or workbooks), school lunches, school excursions,
uniforms, etc need to be paid for by the parents or guardians. This money is
paid to the school once a month either via bank transfer or directly in cash.
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However, for those families who may struggle to make these payments,
there is a system to provide necessary benefits to pay for school costs.

This is the school expenses support program. If you want to make use of this
system, you should discuss the matter with your school.
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Students after-school care program

There is also a nursing or caring service for students, called Gakudo clubs.
This club is for those students who cannot spend time safely at home, as
parents or guardians are not home once school has finished, due to work or
other obligations. This is not a cram school, so school subjects aren’t taught
here.

*4-15

FEIFTDEMPCBLIAATENOINLENEE L,
FRICIFEISTIZAYFNTE S, BLIRAAFEERZ TS, 1&
BA TS,

If you do not know how or where to apply to a club or centre, you should tell
your school that you want to apply, but you do not know how.
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| think it is very difficult to raise a child or children in a country with a
different language and set of customs to your home country.
Therefore it is really important for you to get help from others and not
suffer alone.

If you don’t understand something, it is also very important for you to
actually say that you do not understand.
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As school life plays a central role in children‘s lives, for their sake and for
them to have enjoyable and safe lives, it is also important for their parents
and guardians to know about schools and school systems.

Please make sure to read the letters and papers that you receive from your
schools.

78



I EA =0 MaT5ELMD

BART ZLLY 2REFEN
oy

it

TESH &z FEOTLWET !

*4-18
HILi=bE, ALSAD, BATRDLTRILKEFETESEZ LML

DTWEY, CA T BRBAZERDOYFES , HYAESITESNELE,

We all wish that each of you can enjoy a safe and stress-free life here in

Japan.
This concludesthe explanation on Japanese school life.

Thank you very much.
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